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Foreword 

Human trafficking and labour exploitation as one form of it remain a serious and 

evolving crime, challenging national and international efforts to uphold human dignity and 

the role of law. To combat this crime, the role of law enforcement agencies, labour 

inspectors, and first-line practitioners is critical. Law enforcement agencies not only 

serve to detect and identify such cases but also help to safeguard the rights of victims. 

Furthermore, labour inspectors are on the front lines of preventing and detecting labour 

exploitation. As trusted officials, their role bridges the gap between worker’s rights and 

enforcement, making labour inspectors uniquely positioned to spot early warning signs 

of trafficking for the purpose of labour exploitation. In addition, social services, health 

care, or other institutions and organisations potentially dealing with human trafficking in 

their professional lives, the role of these first-line practitioners is crucial in the early 

identification, support, and referral of victims of labour exploitation. This often builds a 

vital point of trust for individuals who may be trapped in such abusive situations.  

The following training chapters have been developed to strengthen the capacity of 

law enforcement personnel, labour inspectors as well as first-line practitioners to identify, 

investigate, and combat human trafficking and labour exploitation effectively. If offers a 

comprehensive overview of the legal and operational landscape, from international 

frameworks to national practices. Each target group is invited to use the content relevant 

to them (under the CC BY-NC 4.0 license). 

The consortium of the ERADICATING II project hopes this resource supports your 

essential work in protecting vulnerable individuals, holding traffickers accountable, and 

reinforcing trust in public institutions. Your expertise and dedication are vital in the fight 

against human trafficking.  


